
 

 

 

 

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH 
Scottish Charity No: SC012233 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER 2024 

Bulletin No 363 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

BAPTISM 

 “Go therefore ….. and baptise” 

 

 

-------oOo------- 

FUNERALS 

"I am the resurrection and the life" 

 

 

 

New members by Resolution of the Kirk Session 

 

 

 

 

21 April  Ethan Gordon Kozak Motherwell 

March Margaret Beattie 

 Janette McCoubrie 

April Isobel Mosley 

David and Marion Copp 

John and Lesley Struthers 

On Sunday 19 May Howard Rennie was presented with 

a Church of Scotland Long Service Certificate for 

over 50 years as an Elder. 

At the same service Margaret McCloy was 

presented with gifts on her retirement from the 

post of Church Secretary for over 20 years. 
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St Mary’s Manse 

 

May 2024 

 

 

Dear Friends: 

It is a joy and pleasure to write this 

Summer Newsletter. As my Phased Return 

to work, after a long illness, draws to a close 

I am delighted to look forward to being 

back as your Parish Minister.  Your welcome 

to me during the Phased Return has been 

magnificent and so encouraging. 

I would like to reiterate what I said in the 

last Christmas Magazine - throughout my 

period of ill health, with Ulcerative Colitis, 

I felt sustained by the love and support of 

my Church Family. I would like to thank 

everyone at St Mary’s for your prayers, 

cards, gifts and acts of kindness. Every 

single message of support and kindness was 

appreciated and gave me the 

encouragement that I needed at just the 

right time. 

In terms of Church Management and the 

maintenance of Services and Pastoral Care, 

I would thank all our Elders and Office 

Bearers. Special thanks to Rev John 

Thomson, Rev Arthur Barrie, William 

Simpson, Rev Les Brunger, Rev Peter 

Donald, our Clerks Alan Joyce and Stewart 

Maxwell, our Church Officer Ian Beattie 

and Church Secretary Margaret McCloy. 

During my illness, I was delighted to know 

that St Mary’s was in such good, godly and 

capable hands and hearts. 

As we look forward to the days ahead, as a 

congregation, our focus together will be on 

Mission to our Parish and growing St Mary’s 

- both spiritually and numerically. If the 

Draft Presbytery Plan, agreed by Forth 

Valley and Clydesdale Presbytery on 

Saturday 27 April, is ratified by the 

General Assembly appointed committee at 

121, it means that Motherwell St Mary’s 

Parish, Ministry and Building will have the 

opportunity to progress over the next 5 

years without any significant re-

adjustment. This is not something to be 

taken for granted, but an opportunity to 

grasp. When the next major Presbytery Plan 

is drawn up [in five-year’s time] we will want 

to be in a position of strength, spiritual 

health and growth - with a Church Building 

excellently maintained and adapted for the 

future challenges of Ministry and Mission in 

the years ahead to come. All of this will take 

commitment, hard work and a passion to 

serve out our Membership Vows. I know 

that, together, we can achieve great things 

- with God’s help, guidance and strength. 

In June we have some significant services 

to look forward to - namely, our Junior 

Church Promotion Service on the 16 June 

and our Summer Communion on the 23 June. 

It would be great to have the church busy 

and bustling for these celebratory services. 

As the School Summer Holidays beckon [26 

June - 14 August], I would wish everyone, of 

every age, a happy and blessed Summer - 

whether you are staying close to home or 

travelling far abroad.  

To allow folks the opportunity to enjoy the 

benefits of the better Summer weather 

[we can but hope!], our Sunday Services 

between 30 June and 11 August will be 

significantly shorter in length. The services 

will comprise some favourite Hymns, 

prayers and a Short Reflection and should 

last no longer than 30-35 minutes. 
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Finally, if you need my help and support at 

any time, please remember to call me or 

send an e-mail.  

[E-Mail: bcalder@churchofscotland.org.uk]. 

God Bless:  

Bryce 

 

A Summertime Prayer 

Creator God 

who breathed the cosmos into being, 

who is discernible within 

the harmony of nature, 

the perfection of a butterfly's wing, 

the grandeur of a mountain range, 

the soaring eagle and tiny wren, 

thank You for this world 

which You have created. 

Thank You for Summer sun, 

which reminds us 

that Your creative breath 

is always alive and active. 

Thank You for the warmth of Your love, 

which sustains this world, 

Your eternal garden: AMEN 

 

 

 

  

WORK PARTY 

We are up and running (well, perhaps not 

running) for another session. A new 

recruit to the Work Party is a rarity. 

However, I am pleased to advise that Tom 

Stewart has joined us.  I said in the last 

magazine that as a result of works 

planned to be undertaken internally, 

under the supervision of the Property 

Committee, there was not a great deal 

for the Work Party to undertake. 

Externally, we have undertaken the 

endless task of weeding, and tidying the 

church grounds. Thanks to an idea from 

David Maxwell we have built 2 external 

planters, which will be planted by the 

Junior Church towards the end of May. 

We have agreed to undertake some work 

to the Manse Garden. In this respect, we 

have already met with the Minister, to 

agree the extent of the works. We are 

planning to commence these works in 

early June. 

Howard Rennie 

 

Junior Church in action 
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FINANCE REPORT (to 30 April 2024) 

 

I reported to the Board recently that our income was down on the same period in 2023.  

Costs have increased alarmingly, particularly in heating and lighting. Our previous fixed rate 

prices in both gas and electricity have now ended and with the new agreement our costs have 

dramatically increased. An example of this is that for the whole of last year we paid just over 

£6000 for both gas and electricity combined whereas in this year our spending is estimated to 

be £10,000 alone for electricity. 

 

I would urge members to continue to assess what they give and to take advantage of the Gift 

Aid Scheme which generates a huge amount of money and allows us in most years to almost 

balance the books. It is easy to sign up for this. If you are a tax payer you can claim Gift Aid 

benefits for the Church by simply filling in a form then returning it to the office and we make 

the claims. It is a very simple process.  We receive from the Government an additional 25% 

extra, based on your contribution, in tax recovered. 

 

We are about to embark on a major fund raising campaign as described in the accompanying 

letter with your magazine. This campaign and the reasons for it are outlined in the letter.  

As always I ask for your support in all financial matters and am pleased with the level of support 

given to myself and the Finance Committee over the years. We now embark on a new stage in 

our history by consolidating our position as a stand alone Church with a full time Minister. To do 

that we have to make sure that our buildings stand up to the scrutiny of the Presbytery Property 

Committee who are long overdue a visit.  

 

Over the next few years before the next Presbytery Plan we must take steps to improve the 

fabric of our property to ensure that we cannot be closed down or joined up with another 

Church. This fund raising exercise is the beginning of this process. 

 

Kind regards 

Leslie Innes 

Finance and Stewardship Convenor 
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

19 Years. That is how long, the now retired 

Allan Joyce, served St Mary’s as President 

of the Fellowship. During that period he was 

instrumental in increasing the attendance, 

to a point where, post Covid our numbers on 

a Monday night are back to pre-Covid days. 

Circa 25 attending.  

 

I have been elected as the new President 

for the Session 2024-2025. The Committee 

is: 

 

President : Howard Rennie 

Vice President: Ronald Mackie 

Secretary: Alan Joyce 

Treasurer: Tom Knox 

Rev. Arthur Barrie, Bill Taylor 

 

We have held our first Committee meeting, 

and are well underway to having our Syllabus 

ready for the start to the new Session. It 

promises to be a varied and interesting 

programme of speakers.  However, don’t 

just take my word for it. Come see and hear 

for yourself. Even if you are only able to 

attend occasionally, you will be made very 

welcome As we only meet once every 2 

weeks, it was agreed by the Committee that 

we would bring forward the start of our 

Session from October to September. The 

first meeting will be on Monday 9 

September. This will give us 2 additional 

meetings in the new session. Copies of the 

Syllabus will be made available from mid 

August onwards. 

 

Howard Rennie 

 

 

 

 

GUILD 

 

 

 

Some of the Guild ladies and friends 

enjoyed a visit to Dumfries House on 

Monday 13 May. They had a most interesting 

tour of the house hearing about how the 

consortium led by King Charles (then HRH 

The Prince of Wales) succeeded in 

purchasing the house and contents and, in 

doing so, saved Dumfries House and one of 

the most important collections of Georgian 

Scottish and English furniture.   After the 

tour an Afternoon Tea was enjoyed in one 

of the rooms.  They were also able to see a 

small portion of the beautiful grounds. 

 

The new session of the Guild begins on 

Monday 23 September at 7.30 pm in the 

Avon Hall.   New members are always 

welcome. 
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EVENTS ACTION TEAM 

My name is Kristeen Kennedy and I have been 

appointed as the events Co-Ordinator for the 

Church.  Looking forward the event team are 

hoping to raise vital funds for the church while 

engaging in and enjoying the fellowship of our 

Church family. 

If you are planning on holding an event please 

could you let myself or Fraser Joyce know. 

The event team consists of: 

 

Kristeen Kennedy 

Fraser Joyce 

Jennifer Bradshaw 

Joanne Morrison 

Rob Neilson 

Diane Connor 

Heather Greenhorn 

 

More information will follow about up-coming 

events. 

Contact: 

 

Kristeen Kennedy 

 

Fraser Joyce 

 

CHURCH QUIZ RESULTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHERWELL FOOD BANK 

 

Please continue to donate to this Christian 

Project which offers support to those who 

are at a crisis point in their life.  All packs 

are given out on a referral basis to people 

living in our local area. 

Suggested items: hotdogs, meatballs, long-

life milk, noodles, breakfast cereal, pasta 

and sauce, meals in a tin, tinned meat, 

tinned veg, tinned rice/custard. 

Donations can be left in the vestibule of 

the church or in the church kitchen. 

 

 

 

Wednesday Coffee Mornings 

 

COFFEE, TEA, TREAT AND CHAT FROM 10 – 12 
NOON. 
 

Numbers continue to rise and we welcome a good 

number of our members, locals and visitors on a 

Wednesday morning.   Recently we were 

entertained by the Ladywell Primary School choir.  

It was a lovely to sit with a coffee and treat while 

listening to the children’s delightful singing.  They 

promise to return at Christmas. 

We have also been able to make donations to fund 

church decorations, planters for the Junior 

Church, buy protective covers for the chair legs 

(looking after the new floor!), donate to the BB, 

Christian Aid and Lanarkshire Cancer Care Trust. 

It has become a good place for new members to 

our congregation to get to know us.  We would still 

welcome volunteers to serve teas and coffees in 

the new session.  There will be a break during the 

Summer holidays.  Last tea/coffee on 26 June, 

returning on 21 August. 

 

 

WINNERS 

RUNNERS UP 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF SESSION EVENTS 

Our final parade night at church was the 

company sports night and presentation of 

awards where the boys are recognised for all 

their hard work throughout the session. 

This year our Junior Sports Champion was 

Jamie Reid and our Senior Sports Champion 

was Alex Maxwell. 

We also present 2 awards in recognition of 

boys who have made a particular contribution 

during the session or set an example to the 

other boys.  These awards are voted on by the 

officer team.  This year the Officers’ 

Endeavour award was presented to Alex 

Maxwell and the Captain Mathie 

Commendation was presented to Ewan Bowan. 

BATTALION REVIEW &  

FLAG CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

The Annual Battalion Review took place on 

Friday 10 May in our own church here in St 

Mary’s and boys, officers, parents and friends 

of the Battalion enjoyed an evening of BB  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

company profiles and presentations of 

individual awards and battalion competition 

trophies. 

At 13th we have had a very successful year in 

the competitions – 4 first places (Restricted 

Drill, Senior Football, Physical Challenge and 

Quiz) and 2 runners up places (Swimming and 

Athletics) out of a total of 11 competitions!  

This all resulted in us coming out runners up in 

the Battalion Flag Championship.  

Congratulations to 7/16th Motherwell from 

Motherwell South Parish Church on Winning 

the Championship Flag!  

While it is nice to have success as a Company 

it is particularly pleasing to see boys within 

the Company achieve special individual awards.  

PRESIDENT’S BADGES 

We had four of our senior boys achieve their 

President’s Badge this year: Euan Cargill, 

Alistair Crombie, Zack Fleming and Kyle 

Rankin. 

13th Motherwell Boys’ Brigade Company  

St. Mary’s Parish Church, Avon Street, Motherwell 
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This is the second highest award in the BB and 

involves completing all elements of the badge 

programme. 

QUEEN’S BADGES 

 

The Queen’s Badge is the highest award in the 

Boy’s Brigade and requires the young men to 

make some demanding commitments during 

the course of the programme. 

Euan Blackwood and Ewan Bowan are both 

worthy recipients of the Queen’s Badge.  Both 

young men have given a great deal of time both 

to the company in their leadership roles and 

also to the community over the course of the 

last year.  They have developed through the 

process and have had an impact in each of the 

areas where they have worked.   

Completing the Queen’s Badge programme is 

not just about getting the award (although it 

is a proud moment for us all!) and I am sure 

that these outstanding young men will see it 

as the foundation for even greater things.   

The officers of 13th congratulate Euan and 

Ewan on their achievements and wish them all 

the best for the future! 

 

KGVI OFFICER TRAINING 
 

One of our officers, Josh Greenhorn, was also 

awarded his King George 6th Officer Training 

Certificate at the Review.  This is a formally 

recognised training qualification involving 2 

weeks of leadership training split across two 

calendar years with experiential learning in 

the company in between.  We are delighted to 

have supported Josh in this important 

training. 

 

JUNIOR SECTION SUCCESS 
 

Our Junior Section won their Football, Bible 

Knowledge and Figure Marching competitions 

to make them the winners of the Junior 

Section Matt Walker Memorial Rosebowl.  

Read more about it in their article. 

 

COMING UP….. 

 

We are returning to our favourite campsite at 

Badaguish outside Aviemore and are looking 

forward to going away as soon as the schools 

break up from Thursday 27 June to Monday 1 

July.  

18 boys are currently signed up to go 

supported by 8 staff and our Head Chef Mr 

Beattie and it looks to be another great camp 

in the making! 

We will have excellent facilities including our 

campsite, indoor catering, dining and living 

areas and even a floodlit 5-a-side football 

pitch!  The programme will be the usual mix of 

activities, sports, challenges, midgies and not 

enough sleep!   

THANK YOU! 

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone 

who has supported the Company over the last 

session.   

To the officers in each of the sections who 

put in a great effort every week to provide an 

exciting and fun programme of events, to the 

parents who support their sons involvement 

and to the congregation for its support 

collectively and as individuals – thank you! 

 

Captain Stewart Maxwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 

27th June – 1st July – BB Summer Camp 

Fri 4th October – First night back for 

Company Section. 
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The 2023/24 session of the Junior section 

came to a close on 22 May at our annual 

parent’s night.  The night was used to 

reflect on some of the highlights from our 

session and to recognise the 

accomplishments of the boys via the 

presentation of achievement badges and 

special recognition awards.   

 

This session the boys have worked so hard 

to prepare for battalion competitions and 

their hard work paid off as they placed in 

every competition, winning 3 of them and 

securing the Matt Walker Memorial 

Rosebowl.  Their full results were as follows 

 

General Knowledge  2nd place 

Safety   2nd place 

Bible Knowledge  1st place 

Gillespie   3rd place 

Football   1st place 

Marching   1st place 

 

A huge thanks to the boys who competed in 

the above competitions with such 

enthusiasm and diligence. 

 

And a special thank you to the brilliant 

parents who got their boys to all the 

competitions and to the dedicated Junior 

Section officers who helped prep the boys 

for the competitions 

 

Officer Update 

 

We have hugely benefitted from the 

brilliant support of our Queens Badge boys, 

Ewan Bowman and Euan Blackwood this 

session.  They have taken part in all aspects 

of Junior Section. We have asked them to 

take on various tasks and responsibilities 

and they have done it all without hesitation 

– they even came with us to camp last 

September!   

 

 

 

 

Greg McLaughlan and Gavin McLaughlan 

have continued to be our Junior Section 

officer stalwarts.  They are so well liked 

and respected by the boys and their loyalty 

and input goes above and beyond.   

 

This year we have been fortunate to see our 

officer numbers grow slightly with the very 

welcome addition of Alan Henderson to our 

officer ranks.  Alan has been a committed 

officer who we couldn’t have done without 

throughout the session.   

 

As we continue to be blessed with healthy 

numbers of boys in Junior Section, the 

importance of having a well staffed officer 

team is paramount.  To that end, if you 

happen to be free on a Wednesday night 

from 7 pm - 8.30 pm I would urge you to 

speak to Captain Maxwell about the 

possibility of volunteering to help with 

Junior Section. 

 

Stephanie Laing 

Officer in Charge 
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 6th Motherwell Brownies  

Well, when we finished the last article the Girls 

were getting ready to go to their Brownie Camp! 

And we are happy to report that they had a 

fabulous time!  And we can also report that the 

Brownie Leaders survived!  

 

The girls spent a weekend in March, Friday 

evening to Sunday afternoon, at Girlguiding’s 

Gowanpark Cottage, which is just 1 mile outside 

the village of Crossford, in the Clyde Valley. The 

theme this year was a “Weekend in the 

Enchanted Forest”. They did numerous 

activities, making hedgehog pencil cases, 

toadstools, and scratch-card Owls to name a 

few. They made shelters/dens in the woods, 

toasted marshmallows over the camp fire, and 

they even made their own pizzas for lunch! They 

also just loved spending time in the dorms, on 

the new bunk beds, and it took a while to stop 

the midnight feasts……on the first night anyway! 

A lot more tired girls on the Saturday night!   

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday evenings in April and May have 

continued to be filled with much fun, 

with the girls predominantly 

concentrating on their Aviation Badge.   

As part of the badge the girls made: 

Paper planes! 

Rockets out of straws! 

Kites…..”let’s go fly a kite, up to the highest 

height…..! and they enjoyed an evening & talk 

from the Air Cadets! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So as we write, it’s nearly the end of this session 

and the girls continue to enjoy their Tuesday 

nights right up to the last evening, with an 

Olympic Themed Night, games, food and lots of 

enjoyment will hopefully be had! 

 

So from all the Brownies and Leaders of the 6th 

Motherwell Brownies we wish you a lovely 

summer, hopefully with loads more sun and 

maybe even an exciting holiday or wee day away 

to look forward to! See you in September! 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Christian Aid Week in St Mary’s began with the uplifting sight of the Junior Church members wearing 

red and waving Christian Aid flags. The young people went on to raise funds for Christian Aid and the 

Y-Zone served tea and coffee after the service on Christian Aid Sunday.  The congregation 

generously supported the retiring offerings at both ends of the week. 

St Mary’s has a long and admirable tradition of support for Christian Aid in general and as part of 

the Motherwell and District Christian Aid Committee in particular. (The committee has brought 

churches in the area together to raise funds for the charity for over 50 years.) With Bryce’s 

leadership and the Junior Church’s enthusiastic participation, St Mary’s support for Christian Aid 

looks set to continue as a vital part of the church’s outreach to the wider world. 

Christian Aid continues to carry out development work with some of the world's most vulnerable 

communities, as well as responding to crises such as the present situation in Gaza. There, Christian 

Aid’s established partners are working as best they can, under dangerous conditions and with 

dwindling supplies, to provide medical relief, food and shelter. 

Please continue to support Christian Aid in its life-saving work. 

The next Motherwell committee fundraiser will be a ‘Strawberry Tea’ in Dalziel St Andrew’s Parish 

Church on Thursday 6 June from 7 pm – 9 pm. There is no ticket price but donations will be welcome 

at the event. 

Margaret MacGregor 

April saw the enrolment of another 2 of the girls, each making their Brownie Promise and 

learning the Brownie Guide Law!  
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Easter fun… 

The children in the Junior church enjoyed 

joining together as Zones during the school 

holiday period. The team hosted a Spring 

fun morning - filled with stories, crafts and 

the Lego Easter story movie.   

Holiday weeks were staffed by parents and 

friends. The children made many crafts and 

worked together to complete Easter 

puzzles.  On Easter Sunday following 

breakfast, provided and served by the 

events team and the Y Zone, the children 

were able to make eggs in baskets and chick 

crafts before all receiving an egg, kindly 

donated by friends in the congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincere thanks to the Y Zone and their 

leaders for preparing the breakfast and 

serving it. This was enjoyed by a number of 

friends in the congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who donated chocolate 

eggs to our foodbank appeal. Our final 

total of just 300 eggs were delivered to 

the foodbank. Very much appreciated. 

 

Christian Aid Sunday… 

On Sunday 12 May all our zones took part in 

our Christian Aid Service and messy 

morning.  Our Junior church entered church 

wearing red and carrying Christian Aid flags 

as they parade  into church to raise an  

awareness of this very worthy charity.. The 

the children  then  headed to the halls to 

take part in many Christian Aid Activities at 

their messy Morning.  Photographs of our 

special morning formed the slide show on 19 

May. 

  

Following the morning service the 

congregation were invited to  join together 

for coffee and cakes provided by Y Zone 

and their leaders. 

 

 
 

End of Session … 

On Sunday 16 June  our Junior Church 

Zones will be taking part in our worship.  A 

number of our children will be promoted 

from the Kids Zone and Mini Zone.   
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The Guild have given the Junior church a 

very  kind donation following their AGM. We 

are very grateful for their ongoing suport 

of our young people.  This will allow us to 

purchase our promotion books and Bibles.  

We are also very fortunate to be supported 

by a number of individuals in the 

congregation, this support is very much 

appreciated.   

 

Every Junior Church member  will receive a 

certificate and book in church.  We look 

forward to special family service to mark 

the end of another busy Junior Church 

session  

 

Our Junior Church team 

At the end of another busy session the 

leaders and helpers are ready to enjoy a 

summer break.  We are very fortunate to 

have a large team of willing, energetic and 

enthusiastic folks who week by week, 

prepare, organise and deliver exciting and 

creative lessons to our children. Our thanks 

to them all for their work each week. Our 

thanks also to Lynn Kelly and Lisa Mossman, 

our treasurer and secretary, who week by 

week support the Junior church behind the 

scenes.  

 

Summer Fun Sunday.. 

Our final morning at Junior 

church will be our summer fun morning. This 

is our bring a friend morning and we look 

forward to welcoming all our children on this 

day. Lots of fun activities have been planned 

and and a special ice cream treat to end the 

day! 

 

Summer Sundays… 

 

During the school summer holidays our 

children are invited to attend church with 

their families. The children will have an 

opportunity to meet informally for Summer 

Sundays. We will arrange for the children 

to meet in the Avon hall. Weather 

permitting the children will head to the 

park, or have a dvd, games or craft morning. 

This will be supervised by the parents and 

friends of Junior Church. 

 

Enjoy the holidays…………. Let’s hope we get  

some sunshine! A postcard will arrive early 

August with our new session details.  

 

We hope that you keep our young folk in 

your thoughts and prayers during the 

Summer months.  
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  Junior Church 
 This year’s Summer Challenges: 

We are setting challenges for our friends and family in the congregation 

and Junior Church.  

 

 

Challenge 1 –  

First of all we would love to see how your sunflowers are growing. You 

can send in a photograph to the church office, to our social media on 

twitter and face book or to any of our Junior church team to pass on. 

We have lots of keen gardeners in the congregation and already we have 

some impressive plants growing around Motherwell. 

 

Challenge 2 –  

send a Postcard/Selfie 

If you are away on holiday remember to send us a postcard here at 

Church sending us a Wish you were here message!  

The address is - 

Junior Church,  

St Mary’s Parish Church, 

Avon Street,  

Motherwell, ML1 3AB, UK. 

Or you can send in a selfie to show us where you have been for a day 

trip, a weekend away, or on holiday.  

And as you travel please keep your friends from Junior Church here in St 

Mary’s in your thoughts and prayers. 

The Y Zone will display them to show where our friends have travelled 

to.  
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Y-Zone 

Since our last update we have continued to 

enjoy meeting weekly in the Coffee Bar to 

share in fun, friendship, and Christian 

fellowship.  

Our Y-Zone team helped serve breakfast at 

our early morning Easter Service which was 

well attended by the congregation. Our 

ever-helpful team sampled the fresh rolls 

with bacon, sausage and potato scones to 

ensure the kitchen team were up to scratch 

before serving our friends in the wider 

church! 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR CHURCH & Y-ZONE COME DINE WITH ME CHALLENGE 

 

Junior Church and Y- Zone are challenging their members to a 'Come Dine With Me' Challenge. Members 

will be encouraged to host an event of their choice at their home and ask guests to pay £5 a head (or 

donation of their choice) It could be a lunch for two or a party for 10 or more.No event too big or too 

small and all money collected will be donated to Church Funds. The Challenge will run from 17th May - 

25th August Group picture of each event will be posted at end of the challenge with the individual who 

has entertained the most winning the title of host/hostess with the most/mostest. No limit on how 

many events individuals choose to host! Posters and blank menus will be provided to those taking part to 

allow your guest to know that you are supporting the challenge! For more details please contact Diane 

Connor or Elaine Neilson. 
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To help keep our programme varied, we 

enjoy taking inspiration from national and 

international awareness days. 

On Stop Food Waste Day 

we had fun in the kitchen 

using leftover food to make 

soup. There were some 

interesting concoctions, 

but all were tasty and 

helped us learn more about using food 

instead of throwing it away to help reduce 

food waste. 

Earth Day led us to think about how we can 

take care of the beautiful world God 

created. We continue to recycle as much as 

we can and have paper, plastic and drinks 

cans collection points in the Coffee Bar. We 

also have a post box to collect stamps for 

recycling and raising 

money for Church of 

Scotland’s stamp appeal. 

The proceeds will go 

towards establishing the 

tree nurseries in Malawi. 

"Let us not become weary in doing good, for 

at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 

we do not give up." Galatians 6:9 

As part of our commitment to caring for 

God’s world, St Mary’s Parish Church have 

now registered as an Eco Congregation. This 

is another step towards us applying for our 

Bronze award for which we have been 

gathering evidence and improving our Eco 

awareness over the past 18 months. 

You can find out more through social media  

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/ecoc

ongregationscotland 

Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/ecocongregation   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a fantastic turnout attending an 

evening of Youth Worship at Motherwell 

South Parish Church with Rt Rev Sally 

Foster-Fulton, Moderator of the General 

Assembly. We were able to chat to Sally 

about her time as moderator and ask 

questions about her time in the role.  

Our crack team of pourers were hard at 

work again as they helped raise money for 

Christian Aid Week. After the church 

service they helped serve tea, coffee and a 

delicious spread of home baking donated by 

our talented bakers. A few cakes may have 

been sampled as part of our strict quality 

control procedures! Y-Zone are taking part 

in Christian Aid’s 70K in May challenge and 

pooling our combined walks, runs and cycles 

to meet the target. 

Most recently we have been taking 

advantage of the lovely weather and making 

use of the wonderful Duchess of Hamilton 

Park – we really are lucky to have this on our 

doorstep. Thanks to our leaders and 

volunteers who have helped us play some fun 

team games in the park. 
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Sunday 16 June 11 am Junior Church Promotion Service 

Sunday 23 June 11 am Sacrament of Holy Communion 

FLOWER LIST 

 

JUNE 

 
2nd Mrs W Burrell 

9th Mrs C Anderson 

16th Mrs I Scott 

23rd Mrs F Hannah 

 

JULY 

 

7th Mrs E Blackwood 

Miss J Graham 

14th Miss L Clarkson 

Mrs F Shearer 

21st Mrs E Galloway 

Mrs J McInnes 

28th Mrs F McFarlane 

Mrs M Tracey 

 

AUGUST 

 

4th Mrs G Neill/Miss A Gibson 

11th Mrs L O’Neill 

Mrs J Hunter 

18th Mrs J Crawford 

25th Mrs J Paterson 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

1st - 

8th Miss J Graham 

15th Friends of Irene Nimmo 

22nd Mrs J Loughbridge 

29th Mrs M Joyce 

Mrs J Findlay 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

Useful Contacts  

 

Minister: Bryce Calder   01698 328665 

Church and Halls:  01698 268554 

Telephone listening 

Church Service:   01698 533200 

 

              St Mary’s Motherwell(@stmarysmwell)/X 

                    Rev Bryce Calder(@bryce_calder)/X 

 

St Mary’s Parish Church Motherwell 

 

 

Website: https://www.stmarysmotherwell.org.uk 
 

St Mary's Parish Church, Avon Street, Motherwell, ML1 3AB 

 

 

June Graham - Flower Convener 

 

Please note:  there are dates available  

for contributions to the Flower Ministry.   

Flowers are delivered to those who have 

experienced illness or bereavement. 
 

https://www.stmarysmotherwell.org.uk/

